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Syrian Report 
A Research Report on the French Mandate in 
Syria has been distributed to newspapers and 
will be sent to F. P. A. members on request. 


To Our Radio Audience 
Commencing Saturday, December 5, the New 
York F. P. A. luncheon discussions will be 
broadcast by STATION WJZ. The new high- 
power plant of this Station makes it possible for 
all F. P. A. members east of the Mississippi to 
“listen in” with even the smallest set. 
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The dramatic signing of the Locarno 
Agreements December 1 is a symbol. The 
stage setting, the taking of moving pic- 
tures, the exchange of laudatory ad- 
dresses, the evidently genuine spirit of 
confidence and good will all evidence the 
importance which all the countries con- 
cerned attribute to these agreements. 
Briand’s cordial and generous words 
about the Germans were a fitting climax 
to the great day. 

With greater promptness than was ex- 
pected, the German Reichstag, November 
26, ratified the Locarno Treaties by a vote 
of 271 to 159. This is slightly less than 
the two-thirds majority which the oppo- 
nents of the agreements insisted was nec- 
essary. Some of these irreconcilables 
are now proposing to dispute the legality 
of ratification in the highest court, on the 
ground that the Treaties, by depriving the 
Reichstag of the right to declare war 
against France, constitute an amendment 
to the Constitution. There seems no like- 
lihood that this contention will be sus- 
tained. Two days after the vote in the 
Reichstag and immediately after the 
Treaties’ confirmation by the Federal 
Council, President Hindenburg signed 
them, to the great disgust of the bitter- 
enders. Some of the extremists, however, 
take a different line, and declare that 
Hindenburg, having approved the Pacts, 
“the first soldier has spoken, and we are 
now bound to keep silence.” 

Paris 

Briand, as was anticipated, heads the 
new French Ministry, which, however, is 
much less representative than was hoped. 
It includes no members from the United 
Socialists, and only one member from a 

} group more to the Right than those in- 
| cluded in the Painlevé Ministry. It is thus 
| in no sense a cabinet of “all talents” or a 


Union Sacre. It seems to face the same 
dilemma as that which wrecked the two 
previous Governments—the almost impos- 
sible task of reconciling the demand of the 
Socialists for a capital levy, with the cate- 
gorical refusal of the Conservative par- 
ties to accept such a solution. Loucheur, 
the new Minister of Finance, has not been 
very well received. One of France’s rich- 
est men and frequently accused of having 
profited vastly through the reconstruction 
of the devastated regions, his conflicting 
statements of policy on financial matters 
during recent years have created in both 
the radical and the conservative parties a 
feeling of uncertainty, if not of distrust. 
Certainly Briand, Premier for the eighth 
time, faces a task which will try him and 
his associates to the utmost. 


Teheran 

The first attempt to test the American 
plan for reducing opium production by 
“pulling up the poppy” has been initiated 
by the League of Nations. At the request 
of the Persian Government the Assembly 
in September provided for a Commission 
of Inquiry (composed of three members) 
to study in Persia the “existing situation 
regarding cultivation of the poppy and 
the replacement of a proportion of this by 
other crops.” A division of opinion at 
the Assembly regarding Persia’s respon- 
sibility for contributing a share of the 
expenses cut in half the sum originally 
suggested. The Bureau of Social Hygiene, 
a voluntary American public health organ- 
ization, has offered the Council 100,000 
gold francs to supplement the same sum 
already voted by the Assembly. 

The political and financial situation in 
Persia makes it probable that an Ameri- 
can will head the Commission as Chair- 
man. Adding to this fact the willingness 
of Persia to cooperate in good faith, as 
shown by her repeated official declaration 
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that, given a practical plan for substitu- 
tion of crops, she can and will limit poppy 
cultivation to medical and scientific needs, 
we have the opportunity for a real test 
as to the practicability of this fundamen- 
tal American proposal to control the traf- 
fic in opium. 

Yet the difficulties must not be mini- 
mized. The land under opium cultivation 
is largely owned by the Church and tilled 
by thousands of small farmers. It is these 
two most conservative classes of Persian 
society whose age-old methods must be 
revolutionized. Easily transported in a 
country without railroads or extensive 
roads, requiring little water, of small bulk 
and stable value, opium presents few mar- 
keting difficulties as compared to wheat 
or other bulky crops, whose substitution 
will inevitably produce very serious dis- 
tribution and transportation problems, 
involving the construction of vehicular 
highways and railway lines. But the con- 
struction and financing of railroads in 
Persia have always given rise to bitter 
international political controversy. 

This League Commission gives, there- 
fore, the first chance for considering 
many aspects of the whole Persian prob- 
lem in a non-political, scientific spirit. An 
added advantage is that when the result- 
ing plan is presented to the League, there 
will be an opportunity for the study of 
the closely related questions: Persia’s 
economic needs and the immediate prob- 
lem of opium control. 


Notes 


HE Irish boundary dispute is reach- 

ing a critical stage. The Free State 
representative a few weeks ago withdrew 
from the Boundary Commission. Since 
then there have been conferences between 
Sir James Craig, the Ulster Premier, and 
President Cosgrave, with Prime Minister 
Baldwin. But so far there seems little 
hope of an agreement which will satisfy 
both the North and the South. The best 
that can be reasonably expected is that the 
Commission’s decision, when handed 
down, will not provoke a renewal of war 
between Dublin and Belfast. 


HE course of the Tacna-Arica Plebi- 

scite Commission is not a smooth one 
at present. On November 21 the Chilean 
Delegation anounced that it would abstain 
from the work of the Commission until 
certain demands were granted. These 
demands include the immediate promulga- 
tion of election laws and the fixing of the 
plebiscite for an early date. General Per- 
shing has so far refused to proclaim an 
election law until suitable conditions have 
been established in Tacna-Arica. Public 
utterances in both Lima and Santiago 
have become very bitter and outspoken. 
The Chileans accuse the American dele- 
gation of partiality, and accuse the Peru- 


vians of having instigated the murder of 
a Chilean carabinero. The Peruvians re- | 
ply by lauding the Americans and accus- | 
ing Chile of imperialism. A Geneva de. | 
spatch of December 1, reports that Chile | 
has “protested” to the League of Nations | 
on General Pershing’s action. 


HE Soviet Government, through its 

acting Minister of Foreign Affairs, 
Litvinoff, has issued an emphatic denial of 
the recent rumors that it had suffered a 
change of heart in regard to the League | 
of Nations. Litvinoff’s brusque statement 
brands the League as a “mere screen for 
the further oppression of small and weak 
nations,” and closes with the assertion 
that “the Soviet Union, like the United 
States of America, intends as before to 
stand aloof from similar organizations.” 

This might be interpreted as an ex- 
pression of solidarity with America. A 
few days later, however, the papers re- 
ported an interview with Leon Trotsky, 
in which the former Minister of War char- 
acterized America as “a big, rapacious an- 
imal” holding half the world’s gold supply 
and thus secretly controlling the policies 
of European nations. 

Meanwhile there have been reports 
from Paris, since denied, to the effect that 
the Harriman interests had got into dif- 
ficulties with the Soviet Government over 
the manganese concessions in Chiatouri in 
the Caucasus.* It was alleged that con- 
cessions for the same fields had also been 
granted to certain German interests in 
which the former Kaiser was represented. 


The recent protest of the students of 
the College of the City of New York 
against the continuance of compulsory 
military training has re-echoed through- 
out the country. The student vote in the 
referendum was 2092 to 345. President 
Mezes deserves commendation for his 
courage in permitting this demonstration 
of student opinion. Similar referenda in 
other colleges would probably show a ma- 
jority, if not an overwhelming opinion, 
against compulsory military training. 


The World Court, by Antonio de Busta- 
mante, 1925, New York, Macmillan. 
The Permanent Court of International 
Justice; Its Constitution, Procedure 
and Work, by Alexander Fachiri, 1925, 

London, Oxford University Press. 


Bustamante’s analysis of the Court, of 
which he is a member, is scholarly and lu- 
cid. However, his “heterodox” interpre- 
tation of advisory opinions is sure to be 
capitalized by the enemies of the Court in 
this country. None the less, the Ameri- 
can Foundation deserves congratulations 
for having made an English edition pos- 
sible. The second volume is more of a 
lawyer’s manual and less valuable for the 
general reader. 
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